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FALLSVILLAGE, Conn.-- To celebrate the Jewish New Y ear, Nigd Savage gahered hereon
Mondg with nine other men by a small, weedy lake.

For the next three days, they and thear friendsand families created thar own version of the
holiday celebration with prayer, campfire singing, hiking, and yogaclasses -- oneof agrowing
number of aternaive celebrationsto traditiond synagogueservices.

Mr. Savage, whois 44 and was raised an OrthodoxJew, explained to the grouptha amikvah,
usudly an indoorbath, represents a cleanang renewal and a prepaation for thenew year. The
men shared thar intentionsto grow and improve Then, oneby one they flung off ther T-shirts
and shorts and jumped into the water's chilly murk.

"Youcan'tdotha ontheUppa West Sidel" Mr. Savage, a New Y ork resident, said later.

For many Jews, observingthe 10-day holy period from Rosh Hashanato Yom Kippu involves
hours of reading and prayer at traditiond religiousservicesin atemple. Many Reform Judasm
and other congregationshave added more singingand musc.

But Mr. Savage and hisfriendsare part of agrowing nunmber of Jews who say they don'tidentify
with traditiond Jewish denominaionsand get more spiritudly stimulated outside of temple.
Many of them want to revel in thar ethnic and familial roots, but without religiousdodrine

Mr. Savagefirst joined some friendsat the I sabdla Freedman Jewish Retreat Center herein the
Berkshire Hills three years ago. This year, the Rosh Hashanaretreat drew 75 people. Elsewhere,
other nontaditiond alternatives indude arabbi who leadshikes in the Rocky Mountains
performance art tha cribsfromtheTorah, a Berkeley, Calif., meditation center and even yoga
teachers guiding participants throughHinduingired spiritud exercises. Some groupshave
modenized High Holy Day services with PowerPoint shows.
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For some Jews, the activities persondize, rechage and degpen ther faith. "It's notabout
rgiecting theold. It'sclaming wha's new," says Mr. Savage, the executive director of Hazon, a
nonpofit grouptha runs amongother activities, Shabba bike rides. In congegaionsformed 50
or 75 years ago, "therabbi and the cantor did it for you," he says. Now, "tha's nottheway
people want to experience it. They want to doit themselves."

No onehas counted the number of novd High Holy Day events tha have sprungup in recent
years. But organizationstha foger and fund new Jewish ideas, such as Reboot, based in New
York, say many major U.S. cities each have two or three innovdive Jewish groupsoffering
holiday events. Lynn Davidman, areligion sodologist a Brown University who has written
aboutJews who rgect the synagogue says innunmerable small groupshave aterndive services at
home, complete with invented liturgies and holidays.

In New York, Amicha Lau-Lavie and his company, Storahtelling, offer special High Holy Day
performances infused with what his company callsa"radical fuson of storytelling, Torah,
traditiond ritud theater and contemporary performance art." Storahtelling performances might
involve Hebrew chanting, nontraditiond English trandation, origind and ethnic musc and
audience paticipdion.

Professors and practitionas say thevariousholiday interpretationsare an outgrowth of Judasm's
renewa movement, with its emphasis on spiritudity and liberal soda concerns Americas
consumer culture provides aboog. "We have been taughtfrom birth to pick and choos. When it
comesto religion, we do amog the same thing," says Robat Wuthnow, director of the Center
for the Study of Religion at Princeton University.

Christian faithshave tried to bolster interest in services with live danang and dide shows, jus as
jazz Mass and testifying won followers decades ago. A nondenominaiond church in Illinois
stages skitsto explain Christian teachings With Christians Prof. Wuthnowsays, it is more
common to alter the service than to do away with it.

Some of the dternative Jewish groupsdon'toffer any traditiond religiousservices. Rosh
Hashanaservice at the | sabdla Freedman retreat was shortened, with parts of thetraditiond
liturgy removed. Rather than recite a prayer, participants were asked to chant a single word or to
meditate on themes explained in English.

Some Orthodoxrabbis say such services don'tfulfill requirementsfor asanctioned form of
prayer. They bemoan dterndive holidays tha dont indudetraditiond services. "l bdieveif
people undestoodwha Juddsm really says or thinks, there wouldn'tbeaneed for aterndives,”
says Rabbi Moshe D. Krupka naiond executive director of the OrthodoxUnion, an educationd
and sodal services organization.

Rabbi Avi Shafran, a spokesman with Agudah Israel of America, an Orthodoxgroup, says there
is "atremendouscheapening of tradition" amongAmerican Jews. He says he enthugastically
embraces inventionstha get youngpeople interested in their Jewish faith, aslongasthey adhae
to Jewish law, because tha iswha it meansto beJewish. "A mature Jew has to bdance
ingpiration with thetechnical, legd requirements, and those are ignored at our spiritud peril,” the
rabbi says. "Tha's wha maintains Judasm through the ages. It'snot jug danang and singing,
butit's groundel in thelaws of naure.”



Nature, says Rabbi Jamie S. Korngold, is why shetakes her people to themountains

On Monday and Tuesday, sheled 160people fromaranch in Ward, Colo., onahike overlooking
Rocky Mountain Nationd Park, whipping out her spiral notebookfor areading or aquote from
"Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance." For those who needed something more
traditiond, sheoffered a service, induding guitar musc and a PowerPoint presentation to hdp
those who couldn'tread Hebrew.

An avid skier, Rabbi Korngold, whois 39, started off asamourtain guide and worked for
Outward Bound.After meeting many youngJews who passed up temple for skiing, shewanted a
ministry that used thewilderness. Participants pad $125,plusboad, to join her on atwo-day
retreat. "I take the experience outdoors and show it througha Jewish lens” she says.

Rabbi Korngold ingsts sheisn't watering down Judasm or strippingit of its degpest meanings
"Our religion was created in thewildeness. God gave usthe Torah onthemountin,” she says.
"Unless Judaism iswilling to meet them outthere, they are notcoming home to Judasm.” It
worked for Noah Finkdstein, a 37-year-old physcs professor who visited several temples and
said traditiond synagogues made him feel he had to fit into someoneelse'sreligion.

Theleaders of such events know their work can be seen as flaky and faddish. But they often
attract divided Jewish families, in which spouses can't agree on which kind of synagogueto join,
and families who have rgjected thereligion butwant kin.

Sharon Sanddow and Sande Ash of sububan Bodon say flat outtha they are athasts, as does
thar eight-year-old son. Thar daughter, Rachd Sanddow-Ash, 12, attendsa consrvative
Jewish day schoolandis still sorting out her bdiefs. But thefamily loves tradition, so they
joined relatives at thelsabdla Freedman retreat, hgppily clapping when the Torah was hoisted
and carried around Rachd says sheespecidly liked the hike and the origami, adding, "'l don't
feel obligaed to fed Jewish-y every single moment I'm here.”



