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"Tis the season to GIVE and get

RECENTLY WROTE an online

column about over-the-top

children’s birthday parties
(kiplinger.com/links/birthdays). In
response, I received an e-mail from

Julie Hansen of Salt Lake City

describing her daugheer Jenny's 11ch bicchday, For her
patey, Jenmy wanted ro read o childeen ar a homeless sheleer,
Jenny asked her guests to bring two books instead of bring-
ing a wift, Julie arranged lor che girls co visic o shelrer at

che local YA and read toa group of preschoolers. Bach
child picked a bosle o keep, and che rese were lelt for the
sheleer. Ar home afterward, says Julie, "we had cupeakes

and popeorn, and che girls talked abour whar had been an
amazing experience for all of them.”

Jenny's story is worth relling during the holiday season,
when parents serugarle to ceach kids the valae of giving in
the midst of so much geraing. e shoeld come as no surprise
that the kev o raising charicable children is for parents to
leadd by example. Some familics cithe or require rheir loids
o ser aside pare of their allowance for giving. But even less
formal armangements make an impression on youngsters,

For example, designare a container in which vour children
can deposit losse clunge. When the jar is full, they can give
the money to a charicy of theie choice. Ask your kids to help
choose a gt fora holiday rov drive, Have chem pack ap
cloches they've ourgrown or toys they no longer play wich—
and hring v kids wirk von socchey can have s hand ingve
g away theold irems,

And remermber thae charity involves gifts of time as well
as money. Encourage vour children o offer therr services
iwithour payi ro run errands or shovel snow for neighbors
whe are elderly or il

Making a statement, The mare tangible the gilt, the easier
it 1s for children o appreciace che jov of giving. And chaoks
o Eric Garfinkel, ic's eusier for kids w0 make hands-on gifes,

Garfinkel is the founder of Back o Basics Toys, which he

Sawer Boclnare, codsnnzst aned depuery sditvn, ax aathor of Raising
Money Smare Kids (Raplaw, $17.05) Beaod bor weabdy oofiemn
aeline b Bipliger comlcodming Bid

&4 It should come
as no surprise that

the key to raising
charitable children
is for parents to
lead by example. ¥¥

eventually sold ro Amazon
oo, Financially secure and
looking for o way tw give
back, he came up wich rhe
idea for a Web sive whern
leids conld "malke their own
starermenr,”

The resule 15 Markmukers
{www. marlemakers.org): Par-
ents and ocher gift-givers bay
children gift cards {theres s
#10 minimum) thas they
may “spend” on causes char
incerest them, They navigate
the site with ¢ shopping care
and may purchase vaccines,
acow ora goat fora family
in Kenya, or books for (ami-
[1es wha can'r afford chem:
They decide how ro parcel
oue their money; and afrer
they check our chey're even
rerminded to write @ thank-
VO fE,

From rhe gifr-giver’s
standpoine, LOO% of the
amount on the card 15 rax-
deducrible, and all of the
maney poes to the charicies
chosen. A 79 transaction
feee is also rax-deducrible.

A lifetime of giving. To de-

gigm Markrmakers, Garfinbeel relied on his brain rruse——his
fore children, ages 21, 19, 14 and 6. Make ic fun, chey told
hirn. Use animation, not texe. Pick issues chir are on che
minds of kids {chey came up wich their own suggestions).

Warkomakers s 0 good cransition from birthday parcies o
adule charicable responsibilicies. Kipfinger’s edivor in chief
Knighr Kiplinger has ideas of his own abour encouraging
philanchropy in voung adules, Kiplinger has written about
his personel preference for DAFs, or donor-advised funds (see
“Philanthropy Made Easy” Tuly) Burc he has also named his
three twenoysomerhing children as successor crustees of his
DAF And in their escare plan; he and s wife have ser up
individual DXAFs for each of che children. “We wane therm o
know chat it is something chac’s expected of chem,” savs
Kiplinger Trall beging ar home, M



